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weeks brought them round to the Head of Elk. But he
was certainly no nearer to his final object; for, while
Brunswick is sixty miles from Philadelphia, the Head of
Elk is full seventy. The intervening country, moreover,
though at that period well affected to the Royal Cause, is
less open than the Jerseys.

Nor yet by this wide circuit did the British General
keep clear of the enemy's troops. They were now at
Germantown, ready to withstand him, and increased by
accessions of Militia to fourteen thousand men. The first
step of Washington was to march them, but without
halting, through the streets of Philadelphia, on purpose,
as he says, to awe the loyal, or as he terms it, the disaf-
fected party in that city.* He found the Members of the
Congress of better cheer, and more inclined to be steady
at their posts than they had been last December; and
marching onwards, he resolved to risk a battle for their
protection and defence.

About midway between Pennsylvania and the Head of
Elk, two forks or branches of a stream from the upper
counties, uniting in a single channel, flow down to the
Delaware. That stream, or as the Americans would say,
that " creek," is known by the genial name of Brandywine,
and the same appellation has been applied to the battle
fought upon its banks. At day-break, on the llth of
September, the American army was ranged along the
eastern side. Sir William Howe, before he came in sight,
formed his troops in two divisions; the one, under Gene-
ral Knyphausen, to advance and stand firm in front: the
other, under Earl Cornwallis, to pass round by the forks
of the Brandywine, and take the enemy in fiank. The
latter march, though long and toilsome, was executed by
Cornwallis ably and successfully; towards four in the
afternoon, he charged the American right and rear, while
at the same time, at the sound of the firing, their front
was assailed by Knyphausen. Under these circumstances,
the discomfiture of the Americans was complete ; they re-
treated in great confusion and by different routes, leaving
the British masters of the field. The Marquis de La
Fayette, who was present at this action, the first that he

* Writings, vol. v. p. 43.